
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS/GROUP LEADER AGREEMENT 
    
The following document is our attempt to answer any questions you might have about Engage Missions 
Camp for student, in an effort to help make this experience the best it can be for you and your students. 
We know this is lengthy but believe it is necessary and will be helpful to head off any problems before 
they have a chance to arise. After you have read the document, please check off and sign the Group 
Leader Agreement form. Please bring this form with you to the event. 
 

What is the purpose of Engage Student Camp?  
The main purpose of Engage is to help train and equip participants to be on mission every day of 
their lives. Every element of camp is designed with this in mind. Everything from the worship 
services, breakout sessions, hands on ministry opportunities and even recreation help focus the 
participants on the mission of making disciples.  Engage combines the best of both traditional 
summer camps (worship, recreation, free time and breakout sessions) and a summer mission trip 
(evangelism and practical ministry opportunities in the surrounding communities). Our desire is 
for all participants to leave with a deeper connection to God and a greater understanding and 
commitment to the mission that He has given us.  We want them to have a passion for sharing 
the Gospel and serving others when they return home.   
 

What is the theme for Engage?  
Each year we focus on one of six simple questions about living on mission as our theme for 
Engage Camp (Who, What, When, Where, Why and How).  This year our theme is HOW? We will 
spend the week exploring how to live on mission every day. Participants will examine such topics 
as the role of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, cooperative missions, endurance and personal 
spiritual growth. Participants will also discover numerous opportunities and ways to actively be 
involved in missions and ministry.  
 

Who can come to Engage?  
Engage Camp is for students in the 7th-12th grades and their adult leaders. If your student 
ministry includes 6th graders, you may bring them as participants. You may bring college students 
as well, but they will be treated as adult volunteers.  
 

What about younger siblings/children? 
Engage Camp is not set up for anyone younger than 6th grade. Adult volunteers need to focus 
their time and energy on the students in their group and not on taking care of their younger kids. 
Also, students need to focus on what they are learning at camp and not on serving as a babysitter 
during the week for younger kids. There may be rare exceptions to this rule. In these rare cases, 
anyone bringing a younger child must pay extra to stay in the hotel.  
 

What about background checks? 
1. Everyone 18 and over must fill out a background check. Have each of your adults (18+) go to 

absc.org/engagecamp and click on the information/forms button. Then click on the background 
check button and fill out the information requested.  This is for everyone 18 and over, even if 
they are student participants.  Everyone 18+ must bring their license to camp as well to have it 
scanned for security check. If you already have a background check that was done through your 
church, you will need to send a copy to the ABSC Missions Team by mail, email or fax.  
Address: 10 Remington Dr.  Fax: 501.376.7463 Email: tmccormick@absc.org 
     Little Rock, AR 72204 

 



 
What do I need to know about the registration process? 

-There is a 1 to 7 adult to student ratio 
-You must have an adult male sponsor for boys and a female adult sponsor for girls. No 
exceptions! 
- Registration will be completed online. Please read the instructions below before going to the 
registration page. 
 
Go to absc.org/engagecamp to register your group.  
 
Step One: Click on the group registration form. Fill this out for your group. Tell us how many 
students and adults you plan on bringing to camp. Be sure to include the number and type of 
vehicles you will be using to transport students to camp. (This information will be needed to help 
build the ministry teams for the week). A deposit of $50 per person is required to register your 
group. (Deposits are non-refundable but are transferrable to another participant). You will pay 
the remaining balance online any time before camp, or you can bring a check or pay by credit 
card when you arrive.   
 
Step Two:  
Register each of your students and adult volunteers by name on the individual registration form.  
You will put your name at the top along with your email address. Then you will register each 
participant individually. You will input their name, check student or adult, gender and age (for 
students), check if they are a driver or not (adults) and give their t-shirt size. Simply click the 
button to add another participant until you have completed the forms for everyone. Once you 
are done, hit the submit button. If you would prefer, you can download a form, fill it out and mail 
or email it by July 6. All individual registration forms are due no later than Tuesday July 6 

 

Step Three:  

Download and print off a copy of the medical/release form for all adult and student participants. 
These forms must be signed and turned in when you arrive at the camp. Everyone is required to 
fill out a medical/release form. 
 

Step Four: 

 Download and print off a “What to Bring” list for each participant. 

 

Once you have completed registration:  

You will receive (by email) your group ministry project assignments by Wednesday July 14. You 

will know where your group will be working and what, if any, supplies you will need to bring.  

 

Check-in:  Camp Paron Cafeteria on Monday, July 19 beginning at 1:30. 

 
 

What is the dress code? 
Students must dress appropriately and with Christian modesty in mind. Jeans/long pants need to 
be worn at any construction sites. Participants must wear close-toed shoes at all project sites. 
Appropriate shorts of at least fingertip length can be worn at ministry projects (other than 
construction) and during all activities. No sleeveless clothing and no tight-fitting apparel (i.e. tight 

http://absc.org/connectgroups


dresses, short skirts, short shorts, etc.) are permitted at any time. No clothing will be permitted 
that exposes your midriff area, promotes tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, or suggestive 
messages. Swimsuits must be modest as well. Coverups are required. The dress code will be 
enforced by the students’ individual chaperones.  

 
What about lodging? Where will we be staying?  

All church groups are housed in bunk-style cabins.  Guys and girls will be separated. There will be 
a limit of 12 people per cabin. Each participant will need to bring either a pillow and a sleeping 
bag or sheets and blankets for a twin bed. Each cabin is equipped with air conditioning as well as 
bathrooms and showers.  Participants will need to bring their own towels and toiletries.   
 

What about meals?  
All meals will be prepared by the Paron staff and served in the cafeteria. We are limited on what 
we can do with dietary restrictions, but please let us know if you have any and we will do our 
best to make accommodations. 

 
What about the Speaker?  

Ryan Scantling is the camp pastor for Engage this year. Ryan is the BCM minister at the University 
of Arkansas in Fayetteville.    

 

What about the worship leader?  
Our worship leader is Elliot Andrews, worship pastor from First Baptist Church of Batesville 

 

What about Ministry projects?  
Ministry projects are provided by local churches in the Pulaski Baptist Association as well as the 
camp, the town of Paron and Healing Waters Outreach Center in Mabelvale. There will also be a 
cultural immersion experience for some participants. (See explanation below). Ministry projects 
will take place on Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 8:30 to noon both days.  Breakfast 
will be provided at the camp before you leave, and lunch will be served at 1:00 when you return.  

  

What is the cultural immersion experience and how do I get students signed up?  
This year we will be offering a cultural immersion experience on Wednesday and Thursday for a 
select group of students and adult leaders. Jamie Naramore of the ABSC Missions Team will be 
leading this group. On Wednesday, this group will tour a place of worship for one or two 
different international people groups. They will get to ask questions and learn about what 
different cultures believe. The day will conclude with a debrief and a visit to an international 
market. On Thursday, this team will take part in a prayer cache event focusing on international 
people groups in Arkansas. (Think a giant scavenger hunt using a GPS and focusing on learning 
about and praying for different people groups in the state). The morning will conclude with a 
debrief and wrap up with a visit with one of our international church planters. This group will be 
limited to 10 or less (including adults). Students must be in high school to be eligible. All 
participants must have a permission form signed by their pastor, student leader and parent(s) to 
be eligible to participate. To register a student or to ask questions, send an email to Travis 
McCormick at tmccormick@absc.org.  
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How do you assign projects and how are the teams divided?  

Project assignments are made based of off of the list of individual names that you submit at least 
two weeks before Engage begins. Typically, church groups are split up into different ministry 
teams depending on the size of your group and number of adult volunteers. IMPORTANT! – 
Every one of your students will have at least one adult from your group with them at each 
project. This limits the number of projects that your group can be divided into. EX: 2 adults 10 
students would be 2 different ministry teams made up of 1 adult and 5 students. If you are 
adamant about your group staying together for the ministry projects, please let us know and we 
will do our best to accommodate you.  

 

What about supplies and tools?  
The local partnering churches are responsible for providing most of the supplies you will need to 
complete their project. When you get your project assignments, you will also receive requests for 
any other specialized equipment that may be needed for your project. However, there are some 
general supplies that you could bring, if possible, that are needed on many of the projects. Even 
if your group ends up on a project that doesn’t require one of these tools, other groups might be 
able to use them. 
1. Gloves 
2. Garden tools, including rakes, shovels, trimmers, and possibly a lawn mower or weed eater if 

you have space.  
3. Paint supplies - brushes, rollers, handles, etc.  
4. Ladders   
We ask that you clearly mark your name and/or church name on any tools that you are willing to 
share with other groups. We understand accidents can happen and tools can be misplaced, lost, 
etc. If you bring an item, share it with another group and it gets broken, lost, or stolen, we will 
work with you to replace that item at no cost to you.  

 

What about construction projects? 
Some of the local partnering churches provide light construction projects like wheelchair ramps, 
decks, porches, etc. Please let us know from the beginning if you will be bringing any adults with 
construction experience. Again, the churches and/or convention will be responsible for providing 
the supplies needed to complete the project. These supplies should be on-site when you arrive. 
Specialized tools such as power saws, drills, etc. may be needed if you have room to bring them 
with you.  
 

Who provides transportation to and from projects?  
When you fill out your group registration form, you will need to tell us the number and type of 
vehicles you will be bringing. We will also need to know any available drivers. We will use your 
vehicles and drivers for transporting teams to and from the projects on Saturday. If you are 
unable/unwilling to use your vehicle on Saturday for any reason, please let us know. 

 
Will there be any free time?  

There is some built in free time during the week. Be sure to check the schedule for times. The 
snack shack will be open during this time so be sure to bring some money for snacks, etc. The 
swimming pool will also be open in the afternoons after the final break out sessions each day.  

 



 
What about recreation?  

Recreation at Engage Camp takes place mostly at night. This year everyone will be participating 
in an Amazing Race type event complete with Pit Stops, Road Blocks, Detours, clues and lots of 
fun challenges and activities.  Teams will be announced Monday evening and the competition 
will last all week and conclude on Friday morning.   
 

What about cell phones? 
Cell phone policies will be left up to each individual church group/leader. We ask that you refrain 
from using your cell phones as much as possible. No one should be talking, texting, posting to 
social media, surfing the net etc. during worship, breakout sessions or ministry projects.  

 

Is there a list of what to bring and what not to bring?  

Yes. Click on the forms button and download the “What to Bring” Sheet.   
 

What about spending money?  
The snack shack will be open during free time. If you want to purchase snacks or other items, you 
will need to bring money. All meals during camp are covered in your registration price.  

 

Are there some basic rules we all should know?  
No bullying.  
No PDA.  
Dress modestly. 
No complaining, whining or griping.  
Be flexible.  
Be on time.  
Take care of the property. 
Pick up after yourselves.  
Everyone must participate in all planned activities.  

 
 

Who is responsible for making sure the participants follow the rules?  
We do not expect your students/adults to be perfect. However, we do want to hold them to a 
standard of conduct that seeks to please and honor God. You and/or your adults are responsible 
for disciplining your students. We need you to police your group and handle any issues that may 
arise. It is your job to help enforce the dress code, PDA policy, etc. Please make sure that your 
group does their best to clean up trash, take care of the facilities, attend all scheduled 
meetings/activities, and respect the other participants and their possessions. 

 

Do we get a t-shirt?  
Engage t-shirts will be given out on the first day of camp. We will take a group picture on 
Monday as well.  
 

Don’t Forget: 
 Download and sign the group leader agreement below. Bring it with you when you come.   
 
 
 



 
 
 

Group Leader Agreement 
 

____ I have read through the Frequently Asked Questions.  I have a good understanding 

about what to expect at Engage Student Missions Camp and agree to abide by the 

rules/guidelines listed. I also agree to use this information to help prepare my students 

and adults to be flexible and to have the best experience possible for everyone.  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Group Leader Signature 

 


